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THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

I welcome this opportunity to intro
duce myself to you as the new president 
of the Association. After decades of 
having an Overholser as our head, it may 
seem strange to many of you having another 
"name" in tbat posittol'}. However, be as
sured I am part of the family, coming 
through a line of females from III Martin, 
IV Elizabeth, who married Samuel Watts. 
Last names may change but the blood line 
doesn • t. 

Descendants of III Martin organized re
unions early in this century and he is the 
reason for our ties to Terre Hill. Over
holser relations were important to my 
grandmother (Caroline Shober Stroeble), 
who regularly attended reunions from their 
beginning, and my mother {Pauline). I 
have been attending family reunions vir
tually since being a babe in arms and 
have early memories of gathering when 
they were held at Longs Park in Lancaster. 
My family has lived in various parts of 
eastern Pennsylvania so this tradition 
has been easy to maintain and it is enjoy
able to see familiar faces each year and 
also meet new ones. 

After graduation from the University 
of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia with a 
degree in history, I worked a while for 
the U. S. Treasury in the division which 
issues Social Security and tax refund 
checks. I then returned to Penn for sev
eral years, this time as an employee, 
working with fraternities and sororities. 
More recently, I worked with student clubs 
and activities in Abington, Pa. for the 
Ogontz Campus of Penn State, but am now 
seeking a new position. A tabby cat owns 
me. I enjoy reading extensively - history, 
current affairs, mysteries, etc. ; collect
ing stamps; doing needlework; listening 
to classical music and jazz; and attend-
; ng ballet. 

Date: 

Vol. IX No. 1 

78th AN N UAL REUN ION 

Saturday, Aug. 22, 1987 
Place: Terre Hill Fire Hall, 

Terre Hill, PA 
Details (including map) in the 
August BULLETIN. Keep the date 
open and plan to come! For out
of-state members, why not in
clude the Reunion in your vaca
tion plans? Philadelphia will 
be celebrating the 200th anni
versary of the signing of the 
Constitution all summer long, 
Mennonite and Mormon library 
centers are conveniently lo
cated in the Reunion area for 
research, the Lancaster County/ 
Pa. Dutch region has an abun
dance of historic and scenic 
sights as well as excellent 
motels and restaurants. Come 
and bring the family! 

Since my knowledge of family geneal
ogy is limited, I am glad that Spencer 
Overholser has agreed to continue as fam
ily genealogist for now. It is amazing 
how he is able to link up people and re
late them. The officers are grateful to 
him for the three decades and work spent 
in increasing the growth and outreach of 
the Association. To give Spencer some 
relief, we are looking for one of you to 
assume the role of genealogist -- or per
haps several members willing to work on 
their particular line(s) of the family. 
Should you have any interest, please let 
me know. 

Remember our Reunion in August on the 
fourth Saturday. Plan to be there if you 
can! If you are interested in a tour as 
noted in the minutes, please let me know 
by early summer so that arrangements can 
be made. 

W. JOHN OSWALD 
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Contributions are welcomed. We'd 
like to hear from you. 

If for any reason, you do not wish 
to rece1ve the BULLETI-N, please let 
us know. " 

WHERE TO SEND 

GENEALOGICAL QUERIES 
J. Spencer Overholser 

PO Box 106 
Oley, PA 19547 

BIRTHS, DEATHS, MARRIAGES 
Robert M. Oberholser 
Necrologist 
RD 2, Ardena 
Freehold, NJ 07728 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Mrs. Marjorie Carroll 
Treasurer 
319 Monroe Avenue 
North Hills, PA 19038 

(Note: The BULLETIN �s financed 

solely by voluntary contributions 

of the members.) 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS, NEW HEMBERS, 
CHANGES OF ADDRESS, BACK ISSUES 

Jim Kehew, Editor 
413 Appletree Road 
Camp Hill, PA 17011 

HELEN SHONK {Mrs. Robert D. ), Rt 3, 
Box 140, Dover, Ohio 44622, is looking 
for others in her line. Her 8th gener
ation ancestor was Martin (Marcus) Ober
holtzer {1709-1744). Martin's son Mar
tin (1743-1811) was the mother of Bar
bara Overholt {1775-1813), who was the 
mother of Esther Burchfield {1798-1876), 
whose son, John Alleshouse {1822- ), 
was Helen 's great-grandfather. 
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OBERHOLTZER ARTICLE PUBLISHED 

John L. Overholt of Kilmarnock, Va. , 
one of the Association's pre-eminent 
researchers, is the author of an article 
in the October 1986 issue of PENNSYLVAN
IA MENNONITE HERITAGE entitled, 11The 
Marcus Oberholtzer (1664-1725) Family,11 
published by the Lancaster Mennonite 
Historical Society. The article is the 
result of 8 years' work and deals with 
the identification and correlation of 
all known Oberholtzers in Europe prior 
to emigration to America and a detailed 
description of Marcus's descendants. It 
is a valuable addition to the litera
ture on this branch of the family. 

(eo-p-te-s arthe ma-g-azYne are avai1able 
from the Society, 2215 Millstream Road, 
Lancaster, PA 17602, for $2. 50. ) 

THESE 56 PEOPLE 
attended the 1986 Reunion 

Mel BRINTON Wilmington, Del. 
Chuck/Pat/Joey CARROLL North Hills,Pa. 
Marjorie CARROLL North Hills,Pa. 
Gertrude HAINES Mt. Holly, N. J. 
Esta HERR Lititz, Pa. 
Jim/Esther KEHEW Camp Hill, Pa. 
Harold/Nora Mae KILHEFFERLancaster, Pa. 
Daythal/Carolyn/Charles/ Glenside, Pa. 

Andrew KENDALL 
Elizabeth KURTZ 
Norman LANDIS 
Warren/Irene LITTLE 
Frank/Marian LIVINGOOD 
Ellen LIVINGOOD 
Robert OBERHOLSER 
John OSWALD 
Pauline OSWALD 
Robert/Helen OVERHOLSER 
Darwin/Jean OVERHOLT 
John/Peg OVERHOLT 
Lloyd/Mildred OVERHOLT 
Margaret OVERHOLT 
Dan/Mildred PETTIGREW 
Paul/Naomi PLETCHER 
James/Ruth RUNYON 
Ira/Mary SASSAMAN 
Kenneth S KILES 
Samuel S KILES 
Eva SNYDER 
Dick/Jean STEVENS 
John/Eleanor WEILER 
Ernest WEINHOLD 
Michael WENGER 
Robert WENGER 
Harland/Amy YOUNG 

Terre Hill ,Pa. 
Souderton, Pa. 
Wickliffe, OH 
New Holland,Pa. 
Lansdale, Pa. 
Freehold, N. J. 
Conshocken, Pa. 
Philadelphia,Pa. 
White Marsh, Md. 
Doylestown, Pa. 
Kilmarnock, Va. 
Blooming Glen,Pa. 
Doylestown, Pa. 
Pottstown, Pa. 
New Holland, Pa. 
Reading, Pa. 
Hummelstown,Pa. 
Narvon, Pa. 
Gap, Pa. 
Reading, Pa. 
Lititz, Pa. 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
Manheim, Pa. 
Terre Hill, Pa. 
Ephrata, Pa. 
Fonthill ,Canada 
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NECROLOGIST·s REPORT 

Births (All in III Martin/IV Christian line except as noted) 

CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL JONES to Craig and Denise Morton Jones, May 20, 1986 
NATHAN RYAN KULP to David and Ruth Oberholtzer Kulp, and great-grandson of Martha 

and the late John Oberholtzer, Nov. 25, 1985 (III Christian/IV John line) 
KIMBERLY MARTIN to Clifford and Susan Skiles Martin, Dec. 8, 1985 
ERIN MORTON to Robert and Lynn Morton, Feb. 15, 1986 
MICHAEL PAUL MORTON to Kim and Michael Morton, Nov. 14, 1985 
NATALIE JANE ROBSON to Sue Anderson and William Patrick Robson, Aug. 12, 1985 
JAY LaBARRE TIERNEY to Herbert and Elizabeth Smith Tierney, Dec. 10, 1983 

Deaths 

RAYMOND C. BLANCHARD, JR. , nephew of the late Dr. Winfred Overholser (III Martin/ 

IV John line), June 23, 1986 
RUTH LaBARRE, qaughter of Ellen Oberholser LaBarre (III Martin/IV Christian line), 

Aug. 2, 1986, ·age 92, 'Addison, Pa. . . 
DONALD H. OBERHOLTZER, son of the late John & Martha Oberholtzer (III Chr1st1an/ 

IV John line), Oct. 31, 1985, Manheim, Pa. . 
JOHN H. OBERHOLTZER (III Christian/IV John line), Sept. 4, 1985, Manhe1m, Pa. 

ALAN OVERHOLSER, son of the late Arnold & Cora Overholser, July 1986, Eaton, OH 

CORA OVERHOLSER, wife of the late Arnold Overholser, summer of 1986, Camden, OH 

ELOISE OVERHOLSER, wife of Lyle Overholser (III Martin/IV John line), Jan. 4, 1986, 

Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
ANITA CLEAVER RICHMOND, wife of Lawrence Richmond (III Martin/IV John line), May 8, 

1986, automobile accident, Oley, Pa. 

Marriages (All are in the III Martin/IV Christian Oberholser line) 

NANCY FERGUSON to HAROLD McCLURE SWARR, Oct. 25, 1985 
ELIZABETH SMITH FLEMING to HERBERT TIERNEY, Oct. 10, 1981 
ROBERT M. H. FREY, son of Herbert and Elizabeth Oberholser Frey, to SARA MILGRAM, 

June 14, 1986 
JAMES MORTON, son of Robert Morton, to KIMBERLY HOERSCHL, Feb. 7, 1986 
MARK MORTON, son of Philip Morton, to ELIZA CHASE, June 8, 1985 

New member RONALD L. OBERHOLTZER, 
604 Winslow Ave. , North Cape May, N. J. 
08204, is compiling his family•s gen
ealogy and expects to have about 20 
pages covering 11 generations when com
pleted. Member Milton Blanding of Mich
igan has been a big help to him as he 
has to many of our members. Ronald•s 
immigrant ancestors, Hans Jacob and 
Catherina Oberholts, emigrated to Phil
adelphia from Switzerland, through Ger
many to Rotterdam, and Deal, England 
from where they sailed on the 1 1 Alexand
er and Anne .. arriving Sept. 5, 1730. 
The family lived mostly in eastern Penn
sylvania in such places as Hatfield, 
Lansdale, and Norristown in addition to 
Philadelphia. He would welcome corres
pondence from others in this line. 

ROBERT M. OBERHOLSER 

THANK YOU! 

Our deep thanks to these members who 
have contributed to the support of the 
Association since our last list. 

MILTON BLANDING 
BONNIE FERGUSSON 
J. WESLEY HACKMAN 
RONALD OBERHOLTZER 
WM. /JUDITH OBERHOLTZER 
KNOWLES OVERHOLSER 
MAURICE OVERHOLT 
JOHN/MARY OVERHOLTZER 
RONALD OVERHOLTZER 
JAMES/RUTH RUNYON 
HELEN SHONK 
JENNIE SPERLING 
JEAN WOODS 

Stanton, Mich. 
Fa 11 s Church, Va. 
Merchantville,NJ 
N. Cape May, NJ 
Flossmoor, I 11. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Middletown, Pa. 
Tingley, Ia. 
N. Cape May, NJ 
Reading, Pa. 
Dover, Ohio 
Lansdale, Pa. 
Clear Spring,Md. 
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56 ATTEND 77TH REUNION 

The 77th annual reunion of the Overholser Family Association was held on Saturday, 
Aug. 23, 1986, in the Terre Hill {PA) Fire Hall and was attended by 56 people. The 
meeting was preceded by a covered-dish luncheon and a slide presentation featuring Ober
holz, Switzerland, and the original Overholser farm in Lancaster County. 

President J. Spencer Overholser called the meeting to order followed by the invo
cation by the Rev. John R. Weiler, Chaplain. The Secretary1s minutes wereapproved as 
printed in the February 1986 BULLETIN. The financial report was submitted by Treasurer 
Marjorie Carroll and Auditor Robert Oberholser and approved as submitted. Necrologist 
Robert Oberholser submitted his report to the Secretary. 

There was a display of books on the history of Terre Hill brought by Michael Wenger, 
the town1s official historian. An invitation from Elizabeth Oberholser Frey was read 
inviting members to the celebration of the 95th birthday of her father, Robert Ober
holser, on Sept. 13 at their home in Freehold, N.J. 

The singing of the reunion song was led by Ruth Overholser and included the fol-
lowing extra

*
verse she had composeu in honor of retiring President, Spencer Overholser: 

0, the years they come and go as we older, wiser grow, 
Still singing on the word 11reunion,11 
May the time spent here on earth urge us to improve our worth, 
Waiting for a heavenly reunion. 

Those attending the Reunion for the first time were introduced: Harland and Amy 
Young, Ontario, Canada; Darwin, Jean and Margaret Overholt, Doylestown, Pa.; Lloyd 
and Mildred Overholt, Blooming Glen, Pa.; Warren and Irene Overholt Little, Wickliffe, 
Ohio; and Norman Landis. 

The following were acknowledged: 
Oldest person in attendance: Robert M. Oberholser (94) 
Youngest person in attendance: Andrew Kendall {4) 
Those traveling the furthest: Harland and Amy Young, Canada 
Couple married the longest: Ira and Mary Watts Sassaman (48 years) 

The Nominating Committee report given by Daythal Kendall submitted the following 
slate of officers for the next 2 years: 

President: 
1st Vice Pres.: 
2nd Vice Pres.: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
The Necrologist 

John Oswald, Conshohocken, Pa. 
Mildred Pettigrew, Pottstown, Pa. 
Dick Stevens, Lititz, Pa. 
Ellen Livingood, Lansdale, Pa. 
Marjorie Carroll, North Hills, Pa. 

and Chaplain are appointed positions. 
As there were no further nominations, it was moved that the nominations be closed and 
the Secretary cast a unanimous ballot for the slate as presented. 

It was reported that the possibility of producing woven badges of the family 
crest was being studied. 

Outgoing President J. Spencer Overholser was presented with a plaque recognizing 
his 30 years of exemplary service to the Association from 1956-86. He was also pre
sented with two dinner tickets to the Moselem Springs Inn. 

It was moved and unanimously accepted that the 1987 Reunion be held on Saturday, 
Aug. 22. A poll was taken to ascertain the interest in offering a tour of Lancaster 
County and/or sites of interest related to the Overholser family on the morning of the 
Reunion. It will be considered for next year. 

The meeting was adjourned b� the President. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ELLEN LIVINGOOD 
Recording Secretary 
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0FFICIAL 1986 REUNION PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN BY DAN PETTIGREW 

1st row (1 to r ) : Harland Young, John L. Overholt, Andy Kendall, Joe Carroll, Charlie Kendall, John Oswald, 

Irene Little, Warren Little, Amy Young 

2nd row: Margaret Overholt, Esta Herr, Marge Carroll, Eva Snyder, Robert Oberholser, Pauline Oswald, Ruth Over

holser, Spencer Overholser, Jim Kehew, Esther Kehew 

3rd row: Jean Overholt, Mildred Overholt, Eleanor Weiler, Ruth Runyon, Nora Mae Kilheffer, Kenneth Skiles, Samuel 

Skiles, Ellen Livingood, Marian Livingood, Helen Overholser, Elizabeth Kurtz, Peg Overholt, Mel Brinton 

4th row: Darwin Overholt, Lloyd Overholt, Naomi Pletcher, John Weiler, Paul Pletcher, James Runyon, Dick Stevens, 

Harold Kilheffer, Daythal Kendall, Norman Landis, Carolyn Kendall, Jean Stevens, Gertrude Haines, Mi�hael 

Wenger, Frank Livingood, Robert Overholser, Mildred Pettigrew, Chuck Carroll, Pat Carroll, Ernest We1nhold 

HELLO AND WELCOME! 

We extend a warm and friendly welcome to these 18 new members of the Association: 

NORMAN R. LANDIS 
RONALD L. OBERHOLTZER 
ANNE OVERHOLSER 
KNOWLES & SUSAN OVERHOLSER 
M/M H. S. OVERHOLT (Barbara) 

(Overholt line) 
MRS. HORACE OVERHOLT (Margaret) 

(Overholt line) 
JOHN J. & VERA OVERHOLT 

(Overholt line) 
LLOYD & MILDRED OVERHOLT 

(Overholt line) 
DR. MAURICE C. OVERHOLT 

(Overholt line) 
PAUL OVERHOLT, Sr. 

(Overholt line) 
PAUL OVERHOLT, Jr. 

(Overholt line) 
HELEN SHONK 

(Overholt line) 
HARLAND & AMY YOUNG 

134 Adams Ave., Souderton, PA 18964 
604 Winslow Ave., North Cape May, N.J. 08204 
4960 Natorna Ave., Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
523 32nd Ave., So., Nashville, TN 37212 
1420 Centre Ave., Apt 1612, Washington Plaza, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Cold Spring Creamery Road, Doylestown, PA 18901 

7159 Pinecraft Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34278 

139 E. State St., Blooming Glen, PA 18911 

2207 Pineford Drive, Middletown, PA 17057 

Bellmansgatan 50, Uppsala, Sweden 

217 S. 13th St., San Jose, CA 95112 

RR 3, Box 140, Dover, OH 44622 

Box 464, Fonthill, Ontario LOS lEO, Canada 

Again our thanks to Eugene Singer of California for furnishing the mailing labels 
for this issue. 



TREASURER'S REPORT 

Balance 8/25/85 $250.47 

RECEIPTS 
Reunion contributions 136.00 
Contributions - 432.00 

8/25/85-8/22/86 
Sale of notepads 8.00 
Genealogy chart sale 4.80 
Interest 11.65 

Total Receipts 592.45 

842.92 
EXPENDITURES 

Printing BULLETIN 272.11 
Postage for BULLETIN 100.00 
Misc. Expenses 228.47 

(phone calls, copy-
ing, stationery� 
postage, labels, 

. 

etc.) 
Bank service charge 20.00 

Total Expenses 620.58 

Balance 8/22/86 $222.34 

MARJORIE CARROLL 

J. J. (HANNES) OBERHOLZER, our mem
ber in South Africa, checked in with a 
�ewsy letter recently. He has changed 
JObs -- from Director of the National 
Museum in Bloemfontein to Chief Direc
tor of the Museums Department of the 
Durban Municipality (address: P.O. Box 
4085, Durban 4000, Republic of South 
Africa). He completed his doctoral 
thesis and was awarded the PhD last 
March. John J. Overholt of Sarasota 
Fla. invited Hannes to attend the re�n
ion in Oberholz, Switzerland June 22-23 
but he was unable to make it. (See 
story about the reunion in this issue.) 
Hannes plans to dig into the history of 
the Oberholzer family in South Africa 
including information on the town of 
Oberholzer in the Western Transvaal.(Is 
this the only village, other than Ober
holz, Switzerland, named after our fam
ily?) Hannes•s 16-year-old daughter, 
Esmari, would like to correspond with a 
member(s) of the family of about the 
same age, male or female. Also his son 
Andre, a newspaper photographer in Jo
hannesburg, is at the marriageable age 
of 24 and would like to correspond with 
any single young ladies in the family. 
� This could open up a whole new concept 
1n genealogy!--Ed.) 
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HAVE YOU CONTRIBUTED? 

As you know, the Association has no 
dues or assessments. Nor do we re
ceive grants or donations from gov
ernment or foundations. We depend 
entirely on contributions from the 
members, either at the annual Reun
ion (when a collection is taken) or 
by mail between Reunions. Since we 
do not send bills or dues notices, 
it is easy to forget that contribu
tions are needed. Hence this re
minder. 

Our needs are few. No one who 
works for the Association receives 
a salary or stipend. All are vol
unteers who furnish their time and 
energies freely and willingly. How
ever, as with all organizations, 
there are expenses. The major one 
is the BULLETIN, now in its 9th 
year. It is the instrument that 
holds our far-flung membership to
gether. Its two issues per year 
account for over three-fourths of 
out total expenses. Although we do 
our utmost to keep costs down, 
printing and mailing it are not 
cheap. Other expenses -- letter
heads, psstage, copying, etc. -
are minimal. 

If you have not contributed for 
some time, may we suggest that you 
send a check to the Treasurer (pay
able to the Overholser Family Assn.) 
at the address on page 2 so that we 
can continue to serve you in a cred
itable manner. Any amount is wel
come. Donations are acknowledged 
by a listing of contributors (but 
not amounts) in each issue of the 
BULLETIN. Thank you. 

RUTH M. WONSIDLER (Mrs. Enos R.), 
712 S. Towamencin Ave., Lansdale, PA 
19446, is working on the connection be
tween her Moyer and Detweiler ancestors 
and the Oberholtzers. Her great-great
great-great-grandmother, Maria Moyer 
Detweiler, had three Oberholtzers as 
brothers-in-law, Abraham H., Christian 
H., and Henry C. (1760-1829). She 
would appreciate any further information 
on the Oberholtzer-Detweiler connection. 
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0.F.A. MEMBERS MAKE 1PILGRIMAGE1 TO OBERHOLZ, SWITZERLAND 

The ancestral home of the Oberholz
ers is the small alpine village of Ober
holz near Zurich, Switzerland. It was 
the destination last summer of several 
members of the Association to attend an 
Oberholzer Reunion on June 22-23 at the 
restaurant/guest house owned by Rosy 
Oberholzer, a member of O.F.A., and her 
husband, Gottfried. 

Member Darwin Overholt, a real es
tate man in Doylestown, Pa., took 11 
members of his family (including his 
wife, mother, their children and grand
child�n) on a two-week flying visit to 
Switzerland. After landing in Geneva 
and spending time in the 'Sound of Mu
sic' country around Interlaken and Zer
matt, they arrived at Rosy's to join 
the 100 or so others for the Reunion. 
About half were from the U.S. (from Fla. 
to Calif.) with others from Europe and 
the Oberholz area. There were yodel
lers, an alpine horn trio, a brass band 
and singing by a family from Sarasota, 
Fla. (see below) as well as much fel
lowship and getting to know one anoth
er. 

A great time was had by all! The 
next day, they gathered in the 1706 
chapel and sang old hymns. They dis
covered that communication was no prob
lem -- Darwin's mother, Margaret, spoke 
the Pennsylvania Dutch dialect which the 
Swiss understood perfectly! 

Another American party left on June 
4 on a 2-1/2 week singing tour of 13 
Mennonite and other churches in Germany, 
France� Switzerland, and Belgium. They 
were the John J. Overholt family and 
friends from Sarasota, Fla. Included 
in the party were Assn. member Durand 
Overholtzer and his wife and son of 
Modesto, Ca 1 if. 

John had been to Europe many times 
on singing tours and as a Mennonite re
lief worker. He is a minister and he 
and his wife Vera (a descendant of 
John Overholt (1820-1890)) operate the 
Christian Hymnary Publishers with their 
main work being the largest Mennonite 

hymnal published (over 1,000 hymns). 
John had known Rosy since he became the 
first Mennonite Overholt to visit the 
ancestral home in 1950, when he arrived 
on a noisy motorcycle and scared the 
villagers off the streets! He is a de
scendant of Marcus Oberholtzer (1664-
1725) who emigrated to America in 1710 
with Hans Herr and others. (Incident
ally, the reunion of the descendants of 
Vera's ancestor, John Overholt, will be 
held in Sarasota during Christmas vaca
tion this year.) 

A third group of Americans to visit 
Oberholz were members of a Swiss Study 
Tour led by Dr. Delbert Gratz, librar
ian and �istorian at Bluffton College, 
a Mennon1te college in Bluffton, Ohio. 
Th�y toured West Germany, France, 
Sw1tzerland, and the Palatinate by bus 
from July 22-Aug. 12. They had discus
sions with Mennonite and other leaders 
worshiped in Mennonite churches three 

' 

Sundays, and stayed with Mennonite fam
ilies and institutions as well as in 
inns and hotels. They visited Oberholz 
but not at the time of the reunion, al
though O.F.A. members John L. and Peg 
Overholt were at the reunion before 
joining the Gratz group. John also did 
research on the Oberholtzers in Europe 
before emigration. Assn. members Will
ard and Betty Oberholtzer of Rancho Cor
dova, Calif. were also in the group. Dr. 
Gratz has been taking study groups to 
Germany for 15 years and will lead an
other one this June 9-30. 

(Note: After serving as hostess for so 
many American 'relatives', Rosy decided 
to come over and visit some of them. 
Darwin Overholt picked her up at Ken
nedy Airport 5 days before Thanksgiving 
and took her to Doylestown where she 
stayed with his mother. They got along 
famously because of no language barrier, 
went shopping for quilts among other ac
�i�ities. At Thanksgiving dinner, Rosy 
JOlned the 32 at the table! Since she 
is an avid reader of Pearl Buck's books, 
the Overholts took her to Miss Buck's 
grave and toured her home, then drove 

(Cont. on next page) 
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0FFICERS 

President 
1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 
Recording Secretary 
Treasurer 

JOHN OSWALD, 1300 Fayette St. #112, Conshohocken, PA 19428 
MILDRED PETTIGREW, 816 N. Evans St., Pottstown, PA 19464 
RICHARD STEVENS, 224 Swarthmore Dr., Lititz, PA 17543 

Honorary Vice Pres. 
Chaplain 
Necrologist 
Genealogist 

ELLEN LIVINGOOD, 208 Woods Edge, Weikel Dr,Lansdale,PA 19446 
MARJORIE CARROLL, 319 Monroe Ave., North Hills, PA 19038 
ESTA BUCH HERR, Lititz, PA 
REV. JOHN R. WEILER, Bethlehem, PA 
ROBERT M. OBERHOLSER, RD 2, Ardena, Freehold, NJ 07728 
J. SPENCER OVERHOLSER, PO Box 106, Oley, PA 19547 

Editor JIM KEHEW, 413 Appletree Road, Camp Hill, PA 17011 

A letter from JUDITH OBERHOLTZER 
(Mrs. William Henry) of PO Box 130, 
Flossmoor, Ill. 60422 gives the lineage 
of her husband. He was· born in 1931 in 
Joliet, Ill., Nthe son of Ithel Morris 
(b. 1896) and Sherman B. Oberholtzer 
(b. 1899) of Bowling Green, Ind. Sher
man was the son of Sarah Ann and Warren 
Oberholtzer, the latter the son of Mary 
Catherine and William Oberholtzer. If 
anyone has a tie-in to this line, Jud
ith would enjoy hearing from them. 

PILGRIMAGE (Cont) 

her to Oley, Pa. where she visited her 
old friends, Spencer and Ruth Overholser, 
for two weeks. A wonderful climax to a 
busy and fulfilling year!) 

f§wr11nls'r Jfamtlg Assnttattntt 
413 Appletree Road 

Camp Hill, Pa. 17011 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

West Overton Village in western Penn
sylvania is the site of the Abraham Over
holt (1784-1870) homestead and distillery 
that flourished between 1840 and 1900. 
The distillery is now a museum and the 
Village is a National Historic District 
maintained by the Westmoreland-Fayette 
Historical Society which is researching 
the social, economic, and religious life 
of the Village's residents. Anyone with 
information to share in this study is 
urged to contact Susan Endersbe, Exec. 
Dir., c/o the Society, West Overton, 
Scottdale, PA 15683. 

Contacts: 
Darwin Overholt, 4129 Swamp Road, 

Doylestown, PA 18901 
John J. Overholt, 7159 Pinecraft Blvd., 

Sarasota, FL 34278 
Dr. Delbert Gratz, Mennonite Historical 

Library, Bluffton College, Bluffton, 
Ohio 45817 
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